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Our Website: www.tomareefamilyhistory.com 

  
 

mailto:marilynnejcullen@gmail.com


TOMAREE TATTLER - TOMAREE FAMILY HISTORY GROUP, NELSON BAY NSW INC. ï AUGUST 2010 
 

 i 

Contents 
 

1. Calendar of Events ................................................................................................... 1 

2. Publications .............................................................................................................. 1 

3. Presidentôs Message ................................................................................................ 2 

4. Report on Irish Workshop with Terry Eakin ........................................................... 3 

5. Birubi Cemetery Talk................................................................................................ 3 

6. Farewell to Brian Ahearn ......................................................................................... 3 

7. Resource Room News.............................................................................................. 3 

8. News from the Web .................................................................................................. 3 

9. Welcome New Members........................................................................................... 4 

10. Trip to State Archives .............................................................................................. 4 

11. From Newspapers of the Past ................................................................................. 4 

12. Help Wanted .............................................................................................................. 5 

13. Our Ancestors .......................................................................................................... 6 

13.1 Fiesty Lady ................................................................................................................ 6 

13.2 Our Ancestors: Who were they and when did they arrive? .................................. 7 

13.3 Irish Roots ................................................................................................................. 7 

13.4 A Medally of Families ............................................................................................... 8 

13.5 William Mobbs (1763-1839) ...................................................................................... 9 

13.6 Austin and Montgomery ........................................................................................ 16 

13.7 Mechanics for Sydney............................................................................................ 17 

13.8 South Australian Beginnings ................................................................................ 17 

 

 



TOMAREE TATTLER - TOMAREE FAMILY HISTORY GROUP, NELSON BAY NSW INC. ï AUGUST 2010 
 

 1 

1. CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
July   3  Workshop 

25 Executive Meeting 
 

August 1  Workshop - Birubi Cemetery Talk 
    Family History Week 

28 Executive Meeting  
 

September  4  Fatherôs Day Breakfast 
    Workshop AGM  

24 Executive Meeting 3pm 
25  October Workshop 

 
October  
  23                 T.F.H.G.ôs Genealogical Seminar 

30  Executive Meeting 
 

2. PUBLICATIONS 
 

¶ ñThe Lives and Crimes of the Convicts who arrived on the Salamander in Sydney in 
1791ò    Cost $35 includes postage. 

¶ Pedigree Certificates From $25 
 

 

Welcome to the 2nd edition of the Tomaree Tattler for 2010. 
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3. PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 
 

Who would have believed another three months have gone since the last Tattler.  This year 
is flying by and it will soon be Christmas. 
 
The Family History Group has had another busy period of time.  We held a Motherôs Day 
breakfast which was a great success with many members and friends attending. 
 
Then in June we had another successful Antique Valuation Day.  The articles were many 
and varied with some surprises for people when given the value of their treasures.  A very 
nice morning tea and lunch was served and these functions still seem to be very popular.  
A very big thank you for those who supplied the food and to those who worked in the 
kitchen, these functions could not be held without the volunteers who do these jobs. 
 
The work on the Pioneer Project continues with many of the local families bringing forward 
information, stories and photos.  This work has been going on for three and a half years, so 
if any members have any information it would be welcomed by the Researchers.  I look 
forward to the rest of the year which will no doubt be as busy as the rest of the year has 
been. 
 
Elaine Monro 
President. 
 
 
My family tree died in the last drought! 
 
My family tree got cut up for firewood! 
 
My family tree has got me stumped! 
 
My family tree has root rot! 
 
My family tree is a few branches short!  Help appreciated. 
 
My family tree is full of NOT holeséitôs not himéits not her! 
 
My Family tree is full of nuts. 
 
My family tree is in the forest, somewhere! 
 
My family tree must have been used up for firewood  
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4. REPORT ON IRISH WORKSHOP WITH TERRY EAKIN 
 
Our third Antique Valuation Day was held on 19th June, 2010.  Some wonderful pieces of 
porcelain, china, jewelry and furniture were revealed. As on previous days, Ruth, our valuer 
kept us entertained with many stories. Morning tea of tea/coffee with scones with jam and 
cream proved popular as did our pots of homemade soup.  Money raised on the day will go 
towards a new computer for the Resource Room. 
 

5. BIRUBI CEMETERY TALK 
 
On Saturday, 8th  August the Boronia Room was full of excitement as members of T.F.H.G. 
joined with local residents to listen to a talk on who was buried in Birubi Cemetery.  It was 
wonderful to see so many locals so interested in our Pioneer Register.  The researchers 
gained much information which will be added to the Register.  Several lists appear on the 
web of who is buried at the Historic Cemetery at Birubi Point, Anna Bay but each differs 
and none is correct.  Researchers have found whilst researching families there are people 
buried there but their names do not appear on any lists.  The morning was so successful a 
day where families come together to talk about their ancestors is planned for the near 
future. 
 

6. FAREWELL TO BRIAN AHEARN 
On Friday, 13th August 20 members gathered at Wests for a farewell dinner for Brian 
Ahearn and his wife, Shirley who are moving out of the area.  Brian will be greatly missed 
for his input as a member of the Executive and his talks which have enthralled those who 
have heard him talk.  We were the last to leave the dining room and once outside we heard 
ñone last storyò.  We wish Brian and Shirley all the best for the future. 
 

 

7. RESOURCE ROOM NEWS 
 
Space and Storage have been overcome in our Resource Room with the addition of a new 
lockable cupboard to house our Antique Collection of Books: ñHistory of NSWò and ñHistory 
of Australiaò as well as ñHistory of NZò.  Money raised at the Motherôs Day raffle and 
breakfast was used to pay for the cupboard. 
T.F.H.G. would like to thank Sue Leverington and the library staff for the covering of these 
precious books. 
 
T.F.H.G. was successful in obtaining a 2010 Volunteer Grant for $2745 which will enable 
the purchase of another new computer and a networking of all computers.  This will greatly 
benefit researchers who are using the internet and disks to find family information.  A new 
computer has been purchased and all computers are now networked. 
 

8. NEWS FROM THE WEB 
 
The Queensland State Archives team of valuable volunteers has been working hard and 
more new indexes are now available on their website. 
Index to Brisbane hospital Admission Registers 1872 -1887 covers records from QSA 
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Series ID 163. 
http://www.archives.qld.gov.au/research/index/Brisbane Hospital 1872 - 
1887.aspindex 
 
http://www.archives.qld.gov.au/research/inc ArchivesSearchQSA Series ID 19817 -  
photographs compiled by various local authorities.  These photographs include cane-fields 
at Mowbray in the Mossman Valley. 
 
http:// saobits.gravesecrets.net80/l.html 
South Australian obituaries. 
 
Http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~deadsearch/index.html 

This pages deal primarily with South Australian Genealogy, within the Cemetery Index 
Pages are listings for a few interstate cemeteries. 
 
Chelsea Pensioners British Army Service Records 1760 ï 1913 Find my Past 
184,650 new army records 1760 - 1854 
Findmypast.co.uk 
 
Ancestry has released probate calendars for English ans Welsh will between 1861 ï 1941 
but with gaps 
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/search/db.aspx?dbid=1904 
 

9. WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 
Welcome to the following new members who have joined since the last Tattler went out: 
Terry Anderson, Kevin & Doreen Grant, Peter Troon, Lloyd Goodwin, Rosena Battam, 
Lorna Peters,  Peter Watson, Peter & Jane Foster, Larry McGrath 
 
We wish you a very successful search in finding your ancestors. 
 

10. TRIP TO STATE ARCHIVES  
 

Again this proved a very successful day.  The group is very grateful to the staff at Archives 
for their assistance.  Our next bus trip was to be to The State Library in Sydney but that 
had to be cancelled. 
 

11. FROM NEWSPAPERS OF THE PAST 
 
The West Australian, Monday 22.6.1896 page 5. 
Sydney, June 21 
 
A wire was received from Nelson Bay this evening stating that one of the A. U.SN 
companyôs passenger steamers entered the Heads this morning flying R T H and also 
stating that her machinery was disabled.  When entering she took the ground in crossing 
the bar, and on proceeding inside again took tho ground, but at high tide was floated off.  It 
is impossible to ascertain further particulars, the sea being too rough for the boats to 
approach the vessel.  She is not, it is believed seriously damaged. 

http://www.archives.qld.gov.au/research/index/Brisbane%20Hospital%201872%20-%201887.aspindex
http://www.archives.qld.gov.au/research/index/Brisbane%20Hospital%201872%20-%201887.aspindex
http://www.archives.qld.gov.au/research/inc
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~deadsearch/index.html
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/search/db.aspx?dbid=1904
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LATER 
 
A WIRE RECEIVED FROM Newcastle, dated half-an-hour later, after midnight, stated that 
the vessel lying at anchor in Nelson Bay is the Titus.  The tug Ethel arrived at Newcastle 
this evening.  She sighted the Titus at Nelson Bay.  The Titus was then aground on the 
middle spit, but she was almost immediately got off.  The Ethel came alongside and asked 
if anything was wrong.  Those on board replied that they required no assistance.  The 
Captain of the Ethel states that he noticed that the Titus had a big list to starboard but her 
officers did not make any reference to it.  
 

12. HELP WANTED 
 
Any one with information on the following please contact T.F.H.G at 
marilynnejcullen@gmail.com 
 

¶ James Cox b1804, convicted Longford, Ireland.  Transported to NSW per Eliza 2. 
Was at the A.A.Company Port Stephens. Ticket of leave, Bathurst 1827. Married 
Catherine, a native born Australian. 

 

¶ Esther Short, bc 1836 Ireland, arrived Melbourne Herald of the Morning aged 23 in 
November 1859.  Married James Macquire, storekeeper at Daylesford.  Son James 
b 1860 Melbourne. 

 
 
 
 
 

PIONEER REGISTER OF THE AREA BOUNDED BY 
NELSON BAY TO WILLIAMTOWN, NSW. UP TO 1920. 

 
LAST CHANCE TO HAVE YOUR ANCESTORS 

RECORDED 
 

PLEASE SEE OUR WEBSITE OR CONTACT THE 
GROUP. 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:marilynnejcullen@gmail.com
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13. OUR ANCESTORS 
 

In this edition of the Tomaree Tattler, members share their stories of how their ancestors 
first came to Australia. 
 

13.1 FIESTY LADY 
 

This story is about my great-great grandmother who I do not know a lot about but the short 
story does paint a small picture of whom she was. 
 
This story starts in the Highlands.  For those who have been to Scotland picture the drive 
up to Wick and John OôGroats.  This is the country that my great-great grandmother came 
from. 
 
Her name was Margaret Bannerman, known as óPeggyò.  She was a fisherwoman with the 
herring.  Peggy met Alexander Vass while he was traveling with the fishermen catching 
herring in the North Sea. 
 
Alexander Vass married Margaret [Peggy] Bannerman on 9 January, 1846.  Marriage 
registered at Fearn and Loth.  She is said to have walked from Strath of Kildonan to 
Balintore to marry him.  The distance of todayôs travel is 41.3.miles and it takes 1 hour and 
10 minutes by car.  Todayôs travel 41.17 miles time to walk this is 13 hours and 15 minutes.  
To our knowledge Peggy was pregnant with John Vass and had just been thrown out of 
home. 
 
As you could imagine back then there were no roads, only dirt tracks, maybe horse and 
cart if she was lucky. 
 
She was supposedly a pretty girl but was never completely accepted by the villagers.  They 
gave her the nickname of the ñFiestly Ladyò.  Whether this was because she walked all that 
way to marry a local man or for some other reasons unknown. 
 
My family has been told stories about Peggy.  One of these is about the properties on Park 
St, Baltintore.  The properties along the Park Street have been cut in half, what I mean is 
our family home has sea front property that backs onto the north sea and the house is 
situated on the others side of the road.  The villagers say that there was a tree they wanted 
to knock down for the new road.  Peggy did not agree to this matter and campaigned to 
save that tree.  Peggy won this argument against the villagers so to this day forth the sea-
side properties are split in half. 
 
Alexander and Peggy died within a few hours of each other in 1885 from typhoid.  Alex died 
first and Peggy on 2 June 1885. 
 
To this day the legend of the ñFiesty Ladyò still exists in the sea-side village of Baltintore. 
 
~ Lyndall Pettigrew. 
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13.2 OUR ANCESTORS: WHO WERE THEY AND WHEN DID THEY ARRIVE? 
 

The first of my indirect ancestors to arrive in Australia were my great- great grandfatherôs 
nephews, William Geoffrey Barber and Raymond Charles Barber, who like me came from 
Cornwall in England and arrived together under the Child Migrant Schemes around 1932.  
William married, had three children and lived in Queensland enlisting for War Service in the 
Australian Military Forces in 1941.  He was a lucky survivor of the War but after being 
discharged from the military on compassionate grounds in 1945, died at the age of 58 in 
1970. 
 
My family first came to Australia in 1965 as òTen Pound Pomsò on the SS Canberra, on a 
sea voyage of around six weeks.  We had never been out of Cornwall up to this point.  We 
disembarked in Melbourne and were met by our sponsor who took us to his farm outside 
Healesville where my father was to share farm with him.  We found the climate, location 
and isolation quite challenging and returned to the UK by ship after staying for the required 
two years. 
 
Shortly after this my fatherôs cousin, who was a miner in Cornwall came to WA to do mining 
there.  He returned home after a while but still wonders if he made the right decision. 
 
In 1973 my mother, now separated brought her five children out to Australia again by ship.  
This time to the Central Coast of NSW.  After a fairly short time we moved to Sydney.  My 
father followed us out and gained employment at BHP Port Kembla and then as head 
gardener at HMAS Kirribilli in Sydney until  his retirement when he returned to the UK.  I 
married and settled in this country together with a brother and sister but my other brother 
and sister have returned to the UK.  My mother has duel citizenship and travels between 
the two countries whenever she can. 
 
~ Juliet Bryson. 
 

13.3 IRISH ROOTS 
 
One of my Irish lines on my paternal side came to Rockhampton, Australia in 1881 on the 
ñFamenothò.  Luke Cullen, his wife, Mary Agnes Short and Ann Maria, Patrick Joseph and 
Luke Stephen.  Also on the ship were Mary Agnesôs mother, Annie Byrne, and children 
Owen, Mary Agnes, James, Mortimer, Catherine Agnes, Margaret, Anne and Bridget.  The 
Cullen and Short families stayed in the Rockhampton area for just a short while and then 
moved to the Newcastle area. 
 
My other Irish side is Charles Dickson and his wife Mary Saunders, who arrived on the 
ñLady Clarkeò in 1841.  They settled in the Raymond Terrace area where Mary  in 
February1892 was buried in an unmarked grave. Charles seems to have moved to 
Parramatta where he died on 4.2.1903 and is buried in the Methodist section of Rookwood  
Cemetery. 
 
Niels Peter Nielsen and his wife, Johanne Petersen with children, Anna, Alvida, Hans, 
Emma and Valdemar and Wilhelmina arrived in Hobart on the ñEugeniaò from Hamburg on 
23.3.1872 . The family was natives of Denmark.  
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Charles Standish Monteith Hamilton came to Australia in the 1880s.  It is thought he arrived 
in South Australia but no record can be found.  The family story told by him was he was 
paid £22,000 by the family when he refused to run the family estate and not long after he 
arrived in Australia he met up with Sidney Kidman where he lost all his money when the 
sheep died.  He made his way to the Cobar area where he met Ada Holt. 
 
Pierre Le Lievre and wife, Elizabeth Mary Luce came to Australia on ñElizabethò arriving in 
Melbourne on 29.4.1844.  With them were children, Peter, Phillip. 
 
Peter died at Deniliquin on 5.3.1862 aged 48 and Elizabeth died 31 .12.1887. 
 
Eliza Short died on ñBates Familyò 3 weeks out of Australia from Ireland 
In June, 1863 aged 28. 
 
Esther Short came to Australia on ñHerald of the Morningò, aged 23 years in November, 
1859.  She married James Macquire. 
 
Eleanor Lowe arrived in Sydney 16.12.1840 on the ñLady McNaughtonò She was born in 
1822 in Kennity,Ireland.  She married Richard Wakeham on 7.4.1842 at St Batholomewôs, 
Prospect.  Richard was born c1817 in Bristol{?}. He died 26.7.1892 and is buried at Enfield, 
C of E Cemetery. Eleanor and Richard had 13 children. 
 
~ Marilynne Sharp. 
 

13.4 A MEDALLY OF FAMILIES 
 
The Hughes Family 
 
In 1854 after the potato famine in Ireland Vinceôs great grandfather, John Hughes, farmer 
and his wife Susan Portley [married 1841] and family arrived in Brisbane, Queensland on 
the ship ñMonsoonò.  John was born in Ennis in County Clare and his wife came form 
Kilshenney, Co Clare.  They settled in Ipswich.  Vinceôs grandfather, John James Hughes 
bequeathed his dairy farm the ñLaidleyò, Qld district to his second youngest sons, James 
and Michael [Mick] Vinceôs father. James was married, Michael was single. James kept the 
farm and Michael went his own way. 
 
The Ellis Family 
 
Vinceôs mother, Ethel May was born in 1907 in Baraldine, Qld.  Vince worked there for 
three years in the early fifties for the National Bank [now NAB].  Vinceôs grandfather was a 
hairdresser who had rooms in one of the seven hotels in the town for his shop and ran a 
billiard room and sold gramophones and records.  It is assumed the hotel is still there which 
Vince identified.  Not being particularly interested in genealogy then no other research took 
place.  Vinceôs great-grandparents, Robert Ellis, a hairdresser and his wife Sarah Bushby 
arrived by unknown ship in Adelaide c1871 from Yorkshire.  They were married in 1859.  
Ethelôs mother, Alice May Madeline Tuillierôs father was French.  She married Ernest 
William Ellis in Longreach in 1900.He was also a hairdresser.  Ernest and Alice moved to 
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Barcaldine and then to Sarina, Qld where the family stayed after Ernestôs death in 1919. 
 
The Probert Family  
 
Dawnôs maiden name was Probert.  Her great grandfather Reuben Probert, a carpenter 
and his wife Mary Anne arrived in Australia on the ship ñCutty Sarkò and settled in 
Bunderberg.  Dawnôs grandfather was also a carpenter.  Some of the Hughes family  were 
also carpenters as well so we can assume that our son, Glenôs choice of work would please 
them. 
 
The Grose Family 
 
Dawnôs mother was Edith Agnes and she arrived in Australia with her parents Frank Henry 
Grose and wife, Edith Guy and two siblings on the ship ñOphirò in 1910.  The Grose family 
settled in Bingara, a sugar growing area near Bunderberg.  John[Jack] Grose a sibling was 
only a baby and a fellow traveler Father Duhig. A Catholic Priest was very helpful looking 
after Jack.  Father Duhig in later became the Arch- Bishop of Brisbane. 
 
Dawnôs great grandfather Francis Grose was 1st mate on the tea clipper ñThermopylaeò and 
regularly competed with the ñCutty Sarkò to be the first vessel to arrive from china with the 
cargo of tea to obtain the best price. 
 
~ Vince and Dawn Hughes 
 

13.5 WILLIAM MOBBS (1763-1839) 
 

The story of William Mobbs begins in England with his birth in 1763.  He was the son of 
Isaac Mobbs and Mary Ireland who were marred at St Mary's St Marylebone, St 
Marylebone Road, London on 24 December, 1763) 
 
Little is known of Williams life until the 29th November 1790, when he married a lady two 
years his senior, named Ann Grover.  The marriage took place at New Brentford which is in 
the western district of Greater London. 
 
Around this time William Mobbs was employed as a servant to Mr Hale, a gardener at 
Twickenham.  Twickenham is situated south of New Brentford and it is assumed that 
William and Anneôs children were born in this area.  They were William Junior born 7th April 
1791, Isaac in 1793, Ann in 1794 and George in 1795. 
 
In the centre of London, at Long Alley, Moorefields, William Mobbsô sister Mary Mobbs was 
living with her husband William Bateman.  William Batemanôs occupation was that of a 
cutler, or a person who made knives and swords.  He was also later described as being 
employed as a Grinder. 
 
Early in 1796, both William Mobbs and his brother-in-law William Bateman were sentenced 
in the Old Bailey for the crime of stealing, with both men being transported to Australia as 
their punishment. It was their dealings in the December of 1795 that changed their and their 
families lives forever. 


















